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DE(O RT THE ZOO I\
Corolyn J. Kuchorz n II I

The Pochyderm House ot Brookfield Zoo - "the
lost word in elegonce for elephonts" reported the
Chicogo Tribune in .l934, Completed in .l932. it wos
the lost zoo building to be buifi during the initiol
construction period of 1927 to 1932, but lt is the only
building decoroted In the Art Deco style.

The lnterior exhibit oreo is simple ond mossive. The
most striking Deco element is the intricote metolwork
surrounding the two moin doorwoys. Horizontol lines
creote o strong but elegont impression ond ore o
delicote controst to the lorge open interior. Other
Deco feotures ore metol relief ponels in the guord
roil depicting o flowing fountoin. ziggurot shoped
porfitions between the onimol enclosures ond
modernistic metol-bonded light fixtures olong the
woll. The front building exterior identifies the building
with modern style lettering; the sides consist of the
rock terroin onimol hobitots.

The incorporotion of this modern building omong
o predominontly more troditionol orchitecture style
suggests the progressive ideol with which the

Corolyn J. Kuchorz is on ertremely octive member
of CA DS, using her vorlo us folenfs wherever th e need
aises.

Chicogo Zoologicol Gordens, loter known os the
Brookfield Zoo, wos creoted. Also, the history of the
zoo provides on insight into the eorly Chicogo
plonners direction under the Burnhom Plon.
Adopted in . |9. l0, ihe Burnhom Plon is responsible for
shoping much of the chorocter of the city.
Estoblishment of the zoo would probobly not hove
occurred if not for the Plon s belief thot public porks
ond recreotionol focilities were essentiolto o modern
industriol city. This philosophy directly leod io the
creotion of the Cook County ond Chicogo Foresi
Preserve Distr ict in l9l3 for the purpose of ocquir ing
ond monoging lorge porcels of lond to be held for
public use. Avoilobility of lond would prove to be o
necessory foctor for the zoo project, but the decision
for the zoo wos ultimotely set in motion by o
donotion of 83 ocres of lond neor Riverside in l9l9
by Mrs. Edith Rockefeller McCormick for the
expressed purpose of o zoo which would be oble to
offer exhibits on o scole too lorge for the Lincoln Pork
Zoo, The Forest Preserve District occeoted the offer
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FromTtte Praiden(
I love this jobl Most volunteer positions con be o

drog, but this job continues to stimulote me. I guess
it s becouse l've met so mony greot people. CADS
hos mony tolented ond interested members. lt gives
me greot sotisfoction to see orticles ond
odvertisements come to us unsolicited.

I'm proud of our publicotion ond will continue to
see thot it improves in content ond style. As this
goes to press. my wife ond I ore off to Son Froncisco
ior their Art Deco Weekend. There is o four hour
meeting scheduled with the NotionolCoolition of At1
Deco Societies. One item on the ogendo is the
feosibility of o notionol publicotion. I will report on
this ond other topics in the next issue.

We hove two importont events coming up. Pleose
mork your colendors ond come to the August 20
ond October 2l events. The tour of Johnson Wox in
Rocine is importont ond o whole doy is plonned'
Our tour is limited to 25 people so pleose RSVP ond
send in your fee so we con confirm everything with
the Rocine Convention Bureou,

The evening of Tommy Gun s is on experiment for
us. This is the first dinner thot CADS hos hod in o long
time. lt should be o fun evening ond we hope you
will bring your friends. Detoils for both events con be
found on the Spotlight poge or coll us for more
informotion.

Hope to see you soon!

Sincerely,

Chuck Koplon
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Ittters to the Editort

Oeor Mr. lfuplon'
Ahot o pleosanf anrprise ahen I

receioed o utpg of gour gt\liution for
Spring l99I(. This olrl,s sent to ^. 69
llorbaro Endtec aho arote the ofticle.
She did o aondet{ul jo6.

ftlg aife and I uont fo thonk gou for
ing the article. I hope it olr,s of

inferest to gour reoders. At oge 83 I
musf 6e one of the fea deeigners le{l
aho aorked during the Art Deco period.

Your gt\licntion is excellent ond
coaers o aide rdnge.

Again, our sincere thonks,
Horcg Loglon

News ltem

The Notionol Pork Service, the lllinois
Historic Preseruotion Educotion Foundotion,
The Society for Commerciol Archoeology
ond the Associotion for Preservotion
Technology will sponsor o three-doy
progrom in Chicogo on the chollenges of
identifying. evoluoting. documenting,
mointoining ond preserving properties from
the 20th century.

Among the topics to be included ore the
evoluotion ond interpretotion of objects of
the recent post, the ossessment ond
treotment of o brood ronge of 20th century
building types, ond themes in roodside
orchitecture.

The sessions will be held in the Polmer
House Morch 30 to Apri l  l .  1995. For
informotion, coll (2O2) 343-9578, or write to
Preserving the Recent Post', PO Box 7716f,

Woshington DC 2ml3-7 .|60.



Continued from Poge 2
ond odded on oddit ionot I t3 ocres. In l92l the
Chicogo Zootogicol Society wos estobtished to
oversee the project with John T. McCutcheon. the
Chicogo Tribune cortoonist. os president, Simitor to

the operotion of other museums on Chicogo pork
District lond, the Forest preserve District would own
the lond ond poy for construction ond mointenonce
out of tox revenue, so in order for the project to
legin, possoge of o tox referendum wos necessory.
Ihe initiol bid tost in 1923 but ofter roilying pubtic
support. it possed In 1926. The initiot torgeted
opening dote wos 1933, to coincide with the
Century of Progress Worlds Foir. The octuolopening.

nowever, wos July 1, 1934, o few months before the
Foir closed.

Stonley Field wos selected os_ choirmon of
buildings ond grounds; Edwin M. Clork wos the
orchitect Clork wos on estoblished locol orchitect.
hoving worked in portnership with Wiiliom A. Otis
from 1908 to 1920, then with Chester H. Wolcott from
1920 to 1924, before working on his own. Much of
his eorly work wos North Shore residences, using
p redom inon t l y  on  Eng l i sh - coun t r y  s t y l e .
However,Clork wos somewhot versotile, ond his loter
works, such os the Lincoln pork Zoo Administrotion
Building
ond Primote House, were more in keeping with the
eorly Chicogo School style. The orchitecturol design
selected for the mojority of the Brookfield Zoo
buildings is chorocterized os ltolion-country, os
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Continued from Poge 3
observed in the South Gote Complex, Reptile House
ond Aquotic Bird House,

From the onset, Brookfield Zoo wos intended to be
one of the most modern zoos of its time, lt wos to
be modeled ofter the Hogenbeck Zoo of Homburg,
Germony, whose creotors, Corl ond Lorenz
Hogenbeck. initioted the concept of o 'borless'zoo.
Animols ore housed in o noturol looking rock terroin
constructed of blocks of mortor ond steel; viewers
ore seporoted from the exhibit by o deep moot
surrounding the rock compound. The exterior exhibit
of the Pochyderm House feotures this rock setting.

As construction progressed, however, engineering
modificotions were continuolly being mode to
improve occommodotions for onimol core,
porticulorly with the lorger mommol houses. The
Pochyderm House wos thus not only the lost ond the
lorgest to be built in the initiol complex, but it wos
olso the most experimentol ond innovotive in terms
of construction ond design. The .|933 Zoologicol
Committee Yeorly Repod describes the Pochyderm
House: "The simplicity ond ingenuity of the
construction of the interior of the building is
porticulorly striking; it follows in engineering ond
detoil the Germon Modern School. The building is
entirely constructed of metol; cost monolithic wolls,
ceiling. orches ond floors ore employed. There is
none of the usuol orchitecturol detoils used for

conceoling essentiolstructurolmembers. lt is the first
permonent building of this style to be constructed in
Americo." Selection of modern decorotive feotures
for this building, now regorded os the Ad Deco style,
no doubt reflected the modern design of this focility,
While zoos must continuolly chonge to keep up with
technology, the Pochyderm House hos mointoined
much of its originolchorocter, This building definitely
deserves the some oppreciotion os its inhobitonts. e

Additionol sources:
Chicogo Zoologicol Society, Bison, 1984,
Vol, 1, No. 3.
Condit, Corl W,, Chlcogo /910- /929, 1973,
poges 213-216.4


